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King Fahad National Library

Urban Design

The King Fahad National Library represents the new centre of the rapidly changing
Olaya District, and stands out clearly from the heterogeneous existing building pattern.
The square new building in the centre of the urban park looks open and light, and is
tied into the urban space despite its size. Gerber Architekten designed the existing park
including parts of the available green space as a spacious square, and this and the
library now form an urban unit. Thus the National Library becomes the iconographic
centre of a prestigious urban quarter that will become increasingly important in future
years.
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The site links King Fahd Road and Olaya Street, the two main traffic axes of the capital
of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The new urban square described above was created on
Olaya Street, offering pedestrians direct access to the library and guaranteeing an
attractive space in which to spend time despite the heavy traffic. This new square
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echoes the surrounding basic structure of public squares, in which desolate and
neglected building plots are redesigned as green oases. These are intended for various
new leisure and recreational activities in the district. The new library stands as an
important element of this spatial sequence, and makes a contribution to transforming
the area into a lively and complex new urban quarter.

https:/ /www.gerberarchitekten.de/en/project/king-fahad-national-library-urban-

design/
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